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Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning! 

 

Notes on Today’s Service 
 

If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate. 
 

Leading Worship Today: 
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 

Lay Leader: Joe Piatt; Acolyte: OPC Youth 
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 

The Overbrook Choir 
Amanda Staub, mezzo-soprano 

 

The Chancel Flowers are given to the glory of God 
by Laurie Geers in honor of her sister, Diane Savage 

 

Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but 
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent 

childcare is provided in our nursery. 
 

Worship Kits for Children 
are available at the front entrance to the Sanctuary. 

 

Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are Available. 
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs. 

 

Ushers: 
Dick Williamson, Susy Brandt, Laurie Geers, Bob Kaercher, Jonathan Kopcsik, 

Richard Owens, Peter Seidel and Judy Williamson 
 

Opener/Closer: 
Phil Sheau 

 
Deacons Delivering Flowers: 

Terri Hunter and Sabrina Johnson 
 

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour in the Wistar 
Morris Room.  We would like to thank Bob and Miriam Harden for today’s 

fellowship hour.  All are welcome!  



Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship and 
remember to silence all cell phones before the service. 

=Stand as you are able. 
 

GATHERING IN 
 
PRELUDE  Johann Pachelbel 
 Partita on “Salzburg” (1653-1706) 

 
INTROIT  Stanley R. McDaniel 
 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now (1926-2013) 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
from “My Lord, What a Morning” 
Leader: Oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
People: when the stars begin to fall, 
Leader: You will hear the trumpet sound 
People: to wake the nations underground, 
Leader: looking to my God’s right hand 
People: when the stars begin to fall. 
Leader: You will hear the Christian shout 
People: To wake the nations underground, 
Leader: Looking to my God’s right hand 
All: When the stars begin to fall.  

 

HYMN No. 156  SALZBURG 
 Sing of God Made Manifest 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
 

Inspired by the life of Harriet Forten Purvis 
 

Eternal God, forgive us for being scared. Forgive us for always thinking about 
our comfort before other people’s freedom. Have mercy when we ignore the 
cries of the needy. This day we pray that your forgiveness might give us 
courage. May we be vigilant in the face of violence. May we speak truth in a 
world of lies. May we never lose sight of the power of our hands, our voices, 
and our pocketbooks. Cover us in grace, so that we might change this city and 
change this world. 



SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
GLORIA PATRI  HYMN No. 581 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 17:1-9 Page 17/pew Bible 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN   
 
 
SOLO  Gustav Holst 
 The Heart Worships (1874-1934) 
 Amanda Staub, mezzo-soprano 
 

Silence in Heaven 
Silence on Earth 
Silence within! 

Thy hush, O Lord, 
O’er all the world covers the din. 

 
I do not fear to speak of thee in mortal kind 

And yet to all thy namelessness I am not blind. 
Only I need and kneel again 

Thy touch to win. 

Alice M. Buckton (1867-1944) 

 
OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 24:12-18  Page 68/pew Bible 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON “Waiting On” Adam Hearlson 


HYMN No. 190  GENEVA 
 Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH-(The Apostles’ Creed) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
   creator of heaven and earth. 
  

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  Amen.    

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (using Debts/Debtors) Page 35, Glory to God Hymnal 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
One: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
All:   And also with you.  
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 
  



OFFERING  Tomás Luis de Victoria 
 Quicumque Christum quæritis (1548-1611)
 The Overbrook Choir 
 

Quicumque Christum quaeritis, 
oculos in altum tollite: 

illic licebit visere 
signum perennis gloriae. 

 
Illustre quiddam cernimus 

quod nesciat finem pati, 
sublime, celsum, interminum, 

antiquius caelo et chao. 
 

Hic ille rex est gentium 
populique rex Iudaici, 

promissus Abrahae patri 
eiusque in ævum semini. 

 
Hunc et prophetis testibus, 

Iisdemque signatoribus, 
Testator et Pater jubet 
Audire nos et credere. 

 
Gloria tibi Domine, 

qui surrexisti a mortuis 
cum Patre et Sancto Spiritu, 

in sempiterna saecula. Amen.  

Lift up your eyes, whoe'er ye be 
That fare the glorious Christ to see: 
For yonder is the shining sign 
Of grace perennial and divine. 
 
Sure 'tis the sign most reverend 
Of Being that doth know no end: 
Of One in state sublime arrayed 
Ere sky and chaos yet were made. 
 
This is the King of Israel, 
Of all in Gentile lands that dwell: 
The King to Abram and his seed 
Throughout all ages erst decreed. 
 
The prophets witnessed to the bond 
Which sealed to Him the realm profound: 
The Father's Kingdom He received 
And the vast legacy perceived. 
 
All glory be to you O Lord, 
Son of the Virgin, blessed Word, 
With Father and Blest Spirit One 
Until the ages’ course is done. Amen. 

Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413), tr. R. Martin Pope (1865-1944) 

 
DOXOLOGY  HYMN No. 607  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SENDING FORTH 




HYMN No. 273  HE IS KING 
 He Is King of Kings 


BENEDICTION 



CHORAL RESPONSE  Spiritual, arr. Wendell Whalum 
 I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me (1932-1987) 

 
 Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude. 
 
POSTLUDE  Ralph Simpson 
 King of Kings (excerpt) (b. 1933) 
 

 
The cover artwork is the “Transfiguration” scene from JESUS MAFA, a 1970s 
project in Cameroon that sought to depict scenes from the life of Jesus through 
dramatic interpretation and visual art. 
 

This Week at Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
 

Sunday, February 23 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 12:00 p.m. Mission & Outreach Committee 
Monday, February 24 5:15 p.m. Jr. Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
 6:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee 
Wednesday, February 26 10:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday, February 27 6:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal-Bell Room 
 7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal-Choir Room 
Sunday, March 1 9:15 a.m. Adult Forum 
 10:30 a.m. Worship 
 11:30 a.m. Fellowship Hour 
 12:00 p.m. New Member Committee  
 
Today 
Our liturgy this morning is inspired by Harriet Forten Purvis.   A daughter of 
Philadelphia, Harriet Forten Purvis was a leading abolitionist, suffragist and the 
founder of the Philadelphia female anti-slavery society. Together with her 
husband, Robert, Purvis was an activist who led boycotts of slave goods, formed 
the first bi-racial universal suffrage group and used their home at 9th and 
Lombard as a stop on the underground railroad. It is estimated that more than 
9000 slaves used their home as a stop on their way to Canada. Additionally, Purvis 
served as leader of the Vigilant Committee providing food, money, clothing, and 
medical attention to those traveling the underground railroad.  
  



Wednesday, February 26 
Overbrook will observe the beginning of the Lenten season on February 26, with 
the 7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service.  Adam will lead the worship which will 
include the imposition of ashes. Midweek Lenten study and reflection 
opportunities will continue for five Wednesdays throughout Lent, beginning 
with a simple soup supper at 5:30 PM, and followed by study and conversation.  
Childcare will be provided during all Lenten services/opportunities.  Please 
reserve the following dates and times:  March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1:  5:30 PM 
Lenten soup supper and study.   
  

Friday, March 6-8, March 13-15 and March 20-21 
NCT next production begins on Friday, March 8 with a 
production of The Drowsy Chaperone. This is a musical that pays 
homage to the silly, predictable years of the golden age of 

musical theater.  If you are interested in tickets for the production, please see Jeff 
Bowker, 215-837-2426 or contact the church office.  We also need volunteers for 
the NCT Concession Stand.  Revenues from ‘Theatre Refreshment Stand’ benefit 
OPC’s general budget.  If you are willing to volunteer, please contact Trudy Sheau, 
215-878-4872, or look for the Sign Up Genius soon. 
 
Friday, March 27 
You are invited to join the conversation about the long-term vision of Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church as we plan to meet the needs and dreams of the future! Hold 
the date for the OPC Vision Summit: Friday, March 27, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. At this 
summit, we will be guided through an intentional process for discerning our 
mission statement, our core values, and our long-term goals as a church. With the 
help of our trained consultants, Ministry Architects, we will work together to shape 
the scope of OPC’s work in the community. There will be much more information 
shared as we get closer. The entire church is invited. Light refreshments will be 
served. Bring your best ideas!  
 
Sunday, March 29 
During worship, the Overbrook Junior Choir will present the chancel drama The 
Tale of the Three Trees.  Based on an American folk story, this wonderful tale is a perfect 
message for the season of Lent. 
 

The Choir and its directors, Chris Gage and volunteer Marcia Sommers, are inviting 
all children and youth in grades 2-7 to get involved in this production. 
Participants do not need any prior experience singing in the Junior Choir. Because 
this is a very busy time of year, we will offer opportunities for practice different from 
the usual Junior Choir schedule. Some Monday evening rehearsals will remain, but 
we have added Sunday afternoons as another option. See the newsletter for details or 
contact Chris at music@overbrookpresb.org.  



General Announcements   
 

Earth Care Congregation - Update!  OPC is nearing our goal of collecting 500 
pounds of soft plastic, in our  first major effort in becoming a more eco-friendly 
congregation. 
 

* As of 2/16/20, the Green Team collected 378.1 pounds!  
* Putting soft plastic in regular recycling can be damaging. What we collect will 
be sent to a specialized recycling plant to be made into plastic furniture  and 
decking.  
* If we can collect 500 pounds, we get a free bench made out of recycled plastic 
from Trex.  
* Continue to bring in your grocery bags, Ziploc baggies, cereal bags, shrink 
wrap, bubble wrap—any soft, clean, dry plastic. Collection bins are in  
Fellowship Hall.   
The Green Team thanks those who signed up to volunteer with sustainability 
projects at our information table during Fellowship Hour on  January 12. We’ll 
be in touch! 
Jim Stephens is working with folks from other churches in the area who are 
beginning to explore a multi-church solar power initiative. Want to know more 
about the Green Team? See Margene Biedermann, Gretchen Boger, or Kadie 
Whalen.  
 
Fellowship Hour - The Congregational Life Committee invites you to 
FELLOWSHIP HOUR, formerly known as Coffee Hour. For many at Overbrook, 
this time with food and friends and welcoming of newcomers feels like an 
extension of worship. It's more than coffee! It's fellowship! So, we'll celebrate it 
that way going forward with a new name. With that being said, we are still in 
need of Fellowship Hour Hosts for the following Sundays: March 1, 15 and 29. For 
more information or to volunteer, please contact Peggy Kaercher, at 
kaerchm@gmail.com or via text at 484-429-4719, or Pat Ogundele, at 610-668-
1309. You can also sign up via the website under Fellowship Hour.  

 
Chancel Flowers - If anyone is interested in dedicating in honor of or 
in memory of the Sunday Chancel Flowers please see the sign-up 
binder in the Wistar Morris Room. The cost of the flowers is $35.00. 

The following dates are available: March 1, 8, and 15. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Adult Forum Schedule: 
 
Religious History in Philadelphia 
 
March 1 at 9:15 am in the Chapel 
Absalom Jones and the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas 
Led by Arthur Sudler, Archivist and Historian at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 
our adult forum will discuss the life and legacy of Absalom Jones, the first African 
American Episcopal Priest. A freed slave, Jones was an important early Christian 
leader in Philadelphia, starting the Free African Society and the African Episcopal 
Church of St. Thomas, the first black church in Philadelphia. Jones was a gifted 
orator and his sermons were published and widely disseminated at the time. 
Along with Richard Allen, Jones pioneered black religious life in Philadelphia. It 
is difficult to overstate his legacy on the church in N. America and his impact on 
Philadelphia. 
 
 
  



 Prayer List  
 

 Jeanine Shumaker, Gail Kaercher’s neighbor, is battling breast cancer. 
This week, our friends in Thailand recognize the anniversary of the death of Dr. 

William Briggs and ask for our prayers.  As part of his mission Dr. Briggs, with 
the support of OPC and particularly the Gest family of OPC, founded the 
Overbrook Hospital, the CVK School, and the First Church of Chaingrai, all of 
which survive to this day. 

 A friend of the Hearlsons, Becca, and her family. Becca’s mother was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer. 

 Artia’s nephew, Jeremiah Hemingway, battling recurring seizures and 
awaiting medical testing and appointments. 

 Youth in Havertown, Lily, Hannah, Connor and Jack, who are suffering from 
cancer. 

 Ed Draney, Sue Schick’s father, has just been diagnosed with thyroid cancer. 
 Margaret Young’s son Keith’s for continued prayers for healing. 
 Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has returned. 
 Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is continuing treatment for cancer. Recent blood 

work results were positive. 
 Margaret Cosgriff is recovering from leg surgery. 
 We offer unspoken prayers for Eric Kelner. 
 Katie Kupstas’s father responded well to treatment for stage 4 lung cancer. 

The tumor has shrunk. 
 Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, will continue chemotherapy until 

mid-February. She is diagnosed with a rare form of sarcoma that has spread to 
her liver.  

 John Nathaniel is back in PT/OT. 
 Diane, Laurie Geers’s sister, has responded very well to her chemotherapy for 

pancreatic cancer. The tumors have shrunk.  
 Julie Hearlson, Adam’s stepmother, has completed her chemotherapy and her 

tests have come back clear of cancer. Praise God. 
 Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health challenges. He is grateful for all 

the prayers. 
 Erin Harris, 39-year-old friend of the Taussig-Lux family, has started hospice 

care. 
 Ellen Burr is continuing to recover from eye surgery from August.  
 

Please contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@gmail.com) 
or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list.  

 



OPC SESSION MEMBERS: 
Adam Hearlson, Moderator 

Sara Davis, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer 
** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Rachel Carnahan** Elaine Blodgett Elizabeth Cosgriff 
Kevin Davis Herbert Brabham Bob Harden, Jr. 
Becky Lazo Elizabeth Mendoza Larry McGhee 
Will Schick** Richard Owens Deborah Rottinger** 
Karen Wong** Aimerie Scherluebbe** Eileen Wiggins** 

 

OPC DEACONS: 

Terri Hunter, Moderator, Board of Deacons 
Brad Biedermann, Treasurer; Jill Van Rawley, Secretary 

** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 
Peju Adebanjo Nancy Elmore Artia Benjamin** 
Brad Biedermann** Nancy Gilhool Suchita Fiorillo** 
Sabrina Johnson** Terri Hunter** Bill Baker 
Alan Sigler Mary Lou Ryce Bob Kaercher 
Jill Van Rawley Carol Tulba** Nickie Stokes** 

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19151 
Phone: 215-877-2744        Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 

www.overbrookpresb.org 
 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Designated Pastor 

The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 

Anthony Carrella - Director of Christian Education 
Lisa Faso - Office Manager 

Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Soloists: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Amanda Staub, alto; 

Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass 

 

Overbrook Presbyterian Church is a welcoming and diverse 

Christian community that actively seeks to love and serve 

God, each other, and the world. 


